
   We gave the President the 

month off so we could talk 
about your art club newsletter.  

Notice, we said, òyouró news-
letter, because it is for you and 

shares important things about 
you.  As a club member, you are 

invited to help us grow your 
newsletter with ideas, news 

items, and articles.  Whatever is 
on your mind, in your heart or 

on your easel, send it to us at 
an address below.  We canõt 

promise all will find space, but 

weõll do our best.  The 

Sketchbookõs future belongs to 
your imagination, original art 

and most importantly, your 
expressed needs. Just drop us 

an email! 

 
Diane & Nancy  
 dgreeneich@cox.net 

 nancy.hampton@cox.net 
    

Meeting November 

20th      

November Artist of the Month ñMary Ellen Turnmire  

     Several years ago, Mary Ellen 

visited the PebbleCreek Art 
Show where some Wood Carv-

ing Club members were demon-
strating and displaying their 

carving projects. An invitation 
to join a class carving a hum-

mingbird proved irresistible.  
She has loved doing wood carv-

ing ever since.  

     She is still a member of the 
PebbleCreek Wood Carvers 

Club. Her completed carvings 
include birds, animals, Indian 

busts, golfers, character heads, 
cottonwood bark carving and 

gourds. In return, her colleagues 
view Mary Ellen as imaginative 
and innovative with her designs, 

as well as scrupulous in detail. 
She is known as an artist who 

produces pieces of outstanding 

quality. 
     Mary Ellen and her husband 

have lived in PebbleCreek for 
eleven years, spending half the 

year in PebbleCreek and the 
other half in Iowa. She was born 

and raised in Cresco, Iowa; 
graduated from the University 

of Iowa and taught Jr. High, Sr. 
High and Adult Education in 

Cresco. Together with her hus-
band they have traveled exten-

sively for pleasure and for pro-
jects for USAID-VOCA to 

China, Korea, Mongolia, Europe, 
Russia, and the former Russian 

Bloc countries.  
     When not carving, Mary 

Ellen is active in community 
activities. These activities in-

clude the Habitat for Humanity, 

the Aqua Fria Food Bank, and 

her church bell choir. 

MICROSOFT  

  Sketchbook  

Officers  

 
  President  

  Marianne Graff 

 

  Vice President  

  Diane Greeneich 

 

  Secretaries  
  Mimi Birnel 

  Nancy Hampton 

 

  Treasurer  

  Dave Ruedlin 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Meeting Dates  

   

  2009 
   

  November 20 

 

  December 4 

  - Holiday Party 11am 

 
 

  2010 

  January 29 

 

  February 26 

 
  March 26 

 

  April 30 

 

  May 28 

 
Time  

 

9am to l0am. 

The PebbleCreek Art Club is dedicated to the enrichment of the community 

through programs and events that encourage, support and offer participation 

in the arts. The PCAC Sketchbook is published monthly, September through 

May. Deadline for submission is 7 days before the first of the month 

submissions to Diane Greeneich dgreeneich@cox.net , Nancy Hampton at 

paiofartists@cox.net or Judy Stough at jwstough@cox.net.. All art appearing  in 

the newsletter is copyrighted by the artist and cannot be reproduced without 

permission. 
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     In November 2002, John 
Balogh got together with a 
group of innovative artists to 
help him learn how to use his 
watercolor pencils. This was 
the start of the Mixed Media/
Watercolor Pencil Workshop 
that has evolved into15 ses-
sions open to all PebbleCreek 
artists. Throughout the 15 
sessions of the MM/WCP 
Workshop, the group has de-
veloped three Introductory 
Exercises for beginning artists 
to sample what the workshop 
has to offer. The first Exercise 
introduces the new student to 
the use of colored pencils, 
watercolor.pencils and water-

colors . The second Exercise 
samples some of the techniques 
John uses with watercolors and 
the third one treats the four 
ways that one can use water-

color pencils. 

      The group has also studied 
Portraits,, Flowers, Landscape 
Painting ,Impressionism, Draw-
ing, Chinese Brush Painting and 
Japanese Ink painting. The em-
phasis has been on experiment-
ing with various media to see 
how an artist can improve his 
or her technique .  The group 
meets at 0900 on Saturday 
mornings. All are invited to 

participate!  John Balogh 

 

and coated the inside with 

black spray paint. After the 
desired effect was 

achieved ,sealer was applied 

  Judy Bihary and Dee Smart 

were the instructors. They plan 
to teach another class in Febru-

ary on How to Make a  Gourd 

Mask. 

 Dee Smart 

 

 

     The Pine Needle Coiling 

technique combines the proc-
esses of the ancient basket 

weavers with the newer more 
modern fine art of gourd mak-

ing. 

      Twelve Pebblecreek par-

ticipants learned the fine art of 
weaving/coiling Pine Needles to 

the rim of a dried gourd. After 
the arduous job of cleaning out 

a dried gourd, all colored the 
outside of the vessel with an 

array of different leather dyes, 

 

 

John BaloghñMixed Media/Watercolor Pencils  

Gourd Art ñPine Needle Coiling 

Another Place to Learn -Brio  

drawing (only 2 open spaces 

now), abstraction, 

encaustics, and many other 
forms of visual art as well as 

music. 
     The instructors are profes-

sional artists themselves so 
they are out there on the front 

lines experiencing the same 

challenges that students have.   
     Generally speaking,, the 

price for an 8 or 10 week 
course is between $200 and 

$300 dollars for 24 to 30 hours 

of instruction. 
     I am just finishing up my 

fourth course and highly rec-

ommend the instruction there. 
Phone 480-941-8310, 

www.briofinearts.com. 
 

Jack Hampton 

     Are you looking for rea-

sonably priced fine art instruc-
tion (not necessarily cheap)?  

Search no further ð just drive a 
little!  Brio Fine Arts Center at 

8340 E. Raintree in Scottsdale 
is the answer.  Diane and John 

Sanborn have put together a 
fine menu of art instruction at 

this school at half the cost of 

other schools. 
     There is oil painting, acryl-

ics, watercolor, beginning 
drawing, portraiture, figure 

Art Education  
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Meet the  

Instructor  
 

http://www.briofinearts.com/


Don Rantz Reception and Workshop- Pastel Memories 

he had to be involved with art 

in some way, so he chose pho-
tography throughout his enlist-

ment. 

 Fernandoõs experi-
ence and employment choices 

were in commercial art areas, 
giving him valuable exposure 

that further expanded his art 
skills.  Those experience in-

cluded an advertising agency, 
newspaper, and pharmaceutic/

medical publishing.                                                               
 In 1995, he and 

Lorraine moved to Pebble-
Creek where his oil painting 

became  the art focus of his 
life.  Fred volunteers within 
and outside of our community 

helping people learn oil paint-
ing. In 1997 he began teaching 

oil painting to residents to help 
them with their painting con-

cerns and for his own personal 
growth.  He continues to take 

art classes and workshops to 

              

 Thereõs more to 
Fernando than meets the eye!  

He is a gifted artist who has a 
rich background in art and 

working with people.  He grew 
up and spent many years in the 

Northeast.  Much of his art 
experience began as a young-

ster, continued into his college 
years and even his career 

choices reflected his love for 
art and desire to learn more 

about art.  While in the Air 
Force, he was stationed in Ger-

many as a radar operator.  But, 

increase his knowledge.  He 

belongs to several art organiza-
tions, and is a juried and award

-winning artist extraordinaire.  
His guidance includes tech-

nique, perspective and color 
theory.  His students see their 

progress as they accept his 
guidance and help.  His stu-

dents are quick to say they ,ó. . 
. wouldnõt be where they are 

today without Fredõs help in 
my oil painting.ó The results 

are awesome! 

 
Judy Stough 
      

Meet the Member, Fernando (Fred) Alves 
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